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President’s Report 

by Dr. Shawn Lum 

	  
NSS Highlights 2014 

When discussing what I would write with members of the Nature Society (Singapore) Exco 
and with NSS Secretariat, I had the general impression that 2014 was a quiet year, that is was 
a year principally of reflection and consolidation.  2014 was indeed a year of examining what 
we do and how we can do things better, especially as we reached another anniversary 
milestone.  It was also a year of seeking to strengthen our volunteer base to better meet the 
many conservation challenges that face us.  

However, after reviewing what we did last year, it was far more than a year of gathering the 
wherewithal for new initiatives in 2015 and beyond (though some new initiatives did indeed 
take place in the first quarter of 2015). Events of 2014 took place at breakneck speed, and the 
breadth of what NSS staff and members accomplished was breathtaking.  That the Nature 
Society is regularly invited to sit in various government and civil society organised 
committees, that NSS members are featured regularly in the media, and that many in the 
public look to us to take a stand on conservation issues is an affirmation of our standing in the 
conservation and civil society landscape.  

The following are a summary of highlights from 2014: 

Conservation Issues: 

Places/Developments/Discussions 

• Cross Island Line (LTA and MoT) – Tony O’Dempsey and others 
• Mandai 4th Gate, Mandai Lake Rd (Temasek) – Tony O’Dempsey and others 
• Rail Corridor – Leong Kwok Peng 
• Pulau Ubin: Friends of Ubin Network (NParks) – Shawn Lum and others 
• Pulau Ubin: Ubin Way (URA; now NParks) – Shawn Lum and others 
• Bidadari development plans (HDB) – Ho Hua Chew, Alan Owyong, Leong Kwok 

Peng 
• Kranji Marsh (URA; NParks) – Ho Hua Chew, Alan Owyong, Leong Kwok Peng 

 

Species/Habitats 

• Pangolin working group (WRS) – Ng Bee Choo 
• Freshwater Crab workshop (WRS) – Yeo Suay Hwee, Vina Dharmarajah 
• Macaque working group (AVA) – Shawn Lum 
• Species-specific discussions – potentially invasive species, human-wildlife conflict, 

and more – Nick Baker, Kerry Pereira, and others 
 

 



New Groups/Initiatives:  

• Blue-Green Alliance – Hsu Chia Chi, Francis Lee 
• BIG: from Butterfly Interest Group metamorphoses into the  Butterfly and Insect 

Group – Anuj Jain 
• Tony O’Dempsey helms the Plant Group 
• Ethical Financing and other policy matters – Vina Dharmarajah 

 

Group Projects: 

• iNaturalist Moth project – Gan Cheong Weei, Anuj Jain, and others 
• Bird-building collisions study – Yong Ding Li, Wing Chong, and others 

 

Fundraising and Goalsetting Discussions: 

• With BirdLife International – Yip Yew Chong, Leong Kwok Peng, Vina 
Dharmarajah, and others 

• With potential corporate sponsors – Kerry Pereira, Margie Hall 
 

Meetings/Symposia: 

• Symposium on Intertidal Conservation in SE Asia (Singapore)  
• Forests of Hope Symposium (Kuala Lumpur) – Shawn Lum 
• Asia Partners Meeting (Bangkok) – Kerry Pereira 
• Asia Bird Fair (Langkawi) – Willie Foo 
• Horseshoe Crab poster (HSCRR) presented at World Parks Congress 2014 (Sydney) – 

Kerry Pereira; Parks Congress also attended by Vina Dharmarajah 
 

NSS representation in committees (helmed by Ministers) including: 

• SG50 Environment and Infrastructure Subcommittee 
• Friends of Ubin Network 
• Jurong Lake District Planning Committee 
• Rail Corridor Partnership 

 

And not to forget… 

• NSS Turned 60  (special thanks to Margie Hall, Leong Kwok Peng, Dr Lee Lay Tin, 
Ching Chabo, PN Avadhani, and others) 

 

Many challenges await the Nature Society in the months and years ahead. A number of these 
are all too recurrent – broadening our membership base, reaching out to youths and young 
adults in a compelling way, putting in place a long term infrastructure for fundraising, 
increasing our scientific and communications capacity, a focused but effective citizen science 



programme that will complement existing efforts by other agencies and organisations, a good 
volunteer management system, a well structured internship programme, and much more. It is 
my hope, and I am quite confident about this, that we will make good progress in initiating 
projects to achieve some of these need areas, with plans/ideas for all of them, when we next 
meet.  

No matter the level of achievement, we can always do better. Nonethelss, we shouldn’t let 
what we feel are deficiencies overshadow the fantastic achievements of our dedicated 
member-volunteers and our incredible Secretariat. In writing the preceding sentence I realised 
that there is one thing we must do much better – we need to share with our members, and 
with all of Singapore, that the Nature Society members have for 60 years (and counting) 
tirelessly worked to make Singapore a better place through the study, protection, and 
celebration of Nature. 

* * * * * *  

There are far too many people to thank for their dedicated and selfless commitment to the 
Nature Society, but I need to reiterate the immense contributions of our Exco, the NSS 
Council, Special Interest Group members, and to Joe Lim and Kerry Pereira.  All go far 
beyond expectations to help the Nature Society achieve its goals of making Singapore.  

 

 

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

 



Treasurer’s Report 

Financial	  Year	  2014	  or	  Year	  Ended	  31	  December	  2014	  

 by Mr. Yip Yew Chong 

Assistant	  Treasurer 

 
2014 for Nature Society Singapore (NSS) has been a year of sustaining normalcy and 
exercising continued financial prudence. During the year, there was no extraordinary or 
unplanned event income, spending or investment made. As a charitable organization 
entrusted with financial resources from donors, sponsors and members, NSS continues to 
operate based on the principled values of prudence and stewardship while willing to expend 
its resources and invest in growth as it continuously reassesses its current and long term 
strategic objectives. 

The table below provides a summary of the financial position and use of its funds in 2014: 

Funds	   Beginning	  balance	  
As	  at	  1st	  Jan	  2014	  

Income	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
(includes	  donations	  
&	  activities	  income)	  

Expenses	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
(includes	  Contract	  

expenditure)	  

Ending	  balance	  
As	  at	  31st	  Dec	  2014	  

General	  Fund	   $877,767	   $162,365	   $199,853	   $840,279	  

	  Special	  Interest	  
Groups/Committees	  

Funds	  
$270,138	   $7,555	   $26,195	   $251,498	  

Restricted	  Funds	   $86,419	   $1,269	   $682	   $87,006	  

Total	   $1,234,324	   $171,189	   $226,730	   $1,178,783	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  

	  

In order for these numbers to be viewed in context, we have provided below further 
explanations and some analysis of the 2014 numbers as compared to the past 5-year historical 
average, as well as presented a brief view of NSS’s intention to grow in the longer term. 

1. In 2014, NSS’s total income less total expenditure was an incurred deficit of $55,541. 
This deficit is fairly consistent with the 5-year historical average of $45,000 deficit per 
year. Accordingly, its total funds have decreased year-on-year over these years. However, 
it should be noted that a component of its funds is held as a freehold property (Sunflower 
office at 510 Geylang Road) which has a current fair market value exceeding its booked 
value after depreciation of $462,812. Because it is occupied and used as NSS’s registered 
office, it has been accounted for at the initial purchase value of $675,000 less yearly 

Held	  as:	  
Cash	  	  	   	  	  	  	  $773,902	  
Property	  	  	  	  $475,911	  
Others	   	  	  	  	  ($15,489)	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  $1,234,324	  

	  

	  

Held	  as:	  
Cash	  	  	   	  	  	  	  $727,167	  
Property	  	  	  	  $462,813	  
Others	   	  	  	  	  	  ($11,197)	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  $1,178,783	  

	  

	  

Net	  deficit:	  $55,541
	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  



depreciation expense of $13,100 per year over 50 years. With this property acting as a 
key reserve, coupled with liquid cash of over $700,000, we believe NSS is in a fairly 
sustainable financial state to operate in its current scale, enabling it to achieve its 
immediate objectives for the next 3 years or so. However, as NSS has intention to grow 
its membership, increase its activities and enhance its objectives in order to more 
proactively engage in increasing need to protect biodiversity in Singapore and the region, 
its current resource capacity will be insufficient to meet the growth plan. As such, NSS is 
developing a forward 5-year strategic plan which include tapping the current membership 
and volunteer resources, considering to invest further in the Secretariat, and raise funds to 
enhance its objectives.  

2. Restricted funds are funds received from donors who specified NSS must use the funds 
for specific objectives. There were 5 funds amounting to $87,006 at the end of 2014, with 
no major activities during the year. Two funds are expected to be used in 2015 (Marine 
Parks of Indonesia Funds $27,699 and Painted Wings Fund $22,094) while we will seek 
permission from the donors of the Fedex Pulau Ubin Fund ($3,662) to repurpose the 
funds and will implement revival of activity in relation to the Tan Teck Guan Trust Fund 
($31,562).           

3. 2014 Membership fee income ($48,430) and Donations ($81,618) have sustained at the 5-
year historical average of about $50,000 and $90,000 respectively, amidst no major fund-
raising events or membership drives during the year. Although we recognize a lot of hard 
work had been put in by staff, members and volunteers to sustain these levels, we believe 
that we can achieve more with bolder steps in marketing, capitalising on the talents of our 
members/volunteers, and investing to expand our Secretariat. 

4. Events, Activities and Other income however was a low $41,141 compared to the 5-year 
historical average of $163,000 mainly due to a major project (Butterfly Trail @ Orchard 
Road) straddled over the past 4 years which had ended. Due to this same reason, the 
year’s Events and Activities related expenditure was a low $66,675 compared to the 5-
year historical average of $145,000. In summary, there were no major events in 2014 of a 
scale that generate unusually large contract income and large corresponding contract 
expenditure. 

5. General support expenditure totaled $160,055 for the year, compared to the historical 5-
year average of $205,000 and the year 2013 total of $143,906. The main reason for the 
average higher spending during the past 5-years was due to more staff in the Secretariat 
for the Butterfly @ Orchard project and having an Executive Officer, whereas in 2014, 
we maintained only two staff -Outreach Officer and Membership & Accounts Officer. 
The 2014 increase over 2013 was primarily due to higher staff costs (attrition in 2013), 
administration, non-recurring website costs and increased overseas travel. In 2014,  of the 
total general support expenditure of $160,005, 60% related to staff costs, 27% related to 
facilities, property depreciation and administration, and 13% related to publications and 
other operational costs. Although we recognise staff costs form majority of the support 
expenditure, we also recognize the current Secretariat is lean and stretched as they need to 



balance administration and core operations (outreach and membership). As mentioned 
above, we are developing plans to tap on the talents of our current members and 
volunteers and considering to expand the Secretariat.       

6. As mentioned above, one of NSS’s key principle of operation is to maintain good 
financial stewardship which will ensure NSS continues to operate in a well-controlled 
manner when embarking on its growth plan. To strengthen governance and internal 
controls, NSS began to revamp its ‘Financial Controls Operating Procedure’ and ‘Projects 
and Activities Operating Procedure’. It also created an ‘Operational Principle and 
Guideline’. These Procedures and Guidelines have been implemented in May 2015. In 
addition, an Audit Committee has been established in May 2015 to strengthen the risk 
management and monitoring. 

In conclusion, we believe NSS has built a healthy foundation to have accumulated its current 
level of financial resources. As NSS has intention to grow, it will need to manage, build on 
and raise the level of its financial resources, and enhance its governance capacity. To execute 
these, NSS can tap on its pool of human resources - staff, members and volunteers. We 
believe that the next few years ahead will be both challenging and exciting. We take this 
opportunity to urge more of our members and volunteers to come forward to join us in 
developing and fulfilling the vision.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 

Conservation Committee 
by Mr. Leong Kwok Peng, Dr. Ho Hua Chew and Mr. Tony O’Dempsey 
 
Bidadari   
 
NSS was called for a meeting with HDB on 25 April 2014, chaired by a senior staff in charge 
of the planning of the HDB housing estate at Bidadari. On behalf of HDB, a senior staff from 
Nparks presented HDB’s plan for the pubic park in more detail at the land occupied by the 
exhumed Muslim cemetery. The plan does not differ from what was exhibited in the HDB 
Hub Exhibit in 2013, where NSS had also been briefed on and had objected to the park plan. 
As in the original plan, the HDB park boundary remains unaltered and preserves to only a 
small extent the existing woodland that is attractive to many migratory birds. HDB 
emphasizes that   the loss of the greater portion of existing woodland will be compensated by 
plenty of planting of native plants to cover the gaps and open areas ---- presumably to act as 
green corridors.  NSS took this opportunity to present via GIS the GPS monitoring records 
collected on the distribution of the migratory species in October-November 2013 to show the 
concentration of the migratory species in the existing woodland, and therefore its 
irreplaceable function as a winter haven for them, which will be poorly covered by the HDB 
planned park boundary. At the end of the meeting, HDB thanked us for the presentation and 
said that they will review our data for further consideration and will get back to us as soon 
they are ready. We were informed that HDB’s work on the Muslim Bidadari portion of the 
area will only commence in two years time. Alan Owyong, Ho Hua Chew, Leong Kwok Peng 
& Shawn Lum from NSS were present at the meeting.     
 
Sungei Khatib Bongsu  
 
A kayaking trip was conducted by the Committee along Sg Khatib Bongsu to explore and 
show the mangrove area to Mr Desmond Lee, MOS for MND on 25 July 2104. A briefing to 
invited participants on the biodiversity importance of the area and its conservation status was 
given before the group pushed off into the river from Yishun Avenue 6. The Simpang 
Development Guide Plan (1993), which also covers this Khatib Bongsu area, has designated 
a portion of the area centred around the mangrove to be incorporated into the housing plan for 
the area. This had been confirmed by Mr Lim Hng Kiang (the Minister of MND) in 
Parliament in 1994: “We have acceded to their request in priorities and we have conserved 
Sungei Buloh Bird Sanctuary and Khatib Bongsu.” (Singapore Parliament Reports (Hansard) 
17th March, 1994). Present here is the endangered mangrove tree species, Lumnitzera 
racemosa, listed in RDB, with widespread growth of Hoya diversifolia. 13 bird species out of 
the 185 recorded are listed in The Singapore Red Data Book (RDB, 2008), among these are 
the White-chested Babbler, Changeable Hawk-eagle and the Grey-headed Fish Eagle, the 
latter two recorded as nesting in the Albizia woodlands in this area. Banded Krait (RDB 
species) has also been recorded. 14 NSS members participated in the trip among whom are: 
Francis Lee, Ho Hua Chew, Kua Kay Yaw, Stephen Beng, Leong Kwok Peng, Liew Kai 
Khiun. Being a bird enthusiasts and photographer, MOS Desmond Lee managed to get an 
excellent shot with his camera of a flying the Great-billed Heron, another endangered species.  



 

Kranji Marshes Park 
 
A meeting chaired by URA & Nparks was held on 12 September 2014 to review the 
enhancement work underway at the Kranji Marshes Park. Alan Owyong, Ho Hua Chew, 
Leong Kwok Peng and Shawn Lum from NSS were present. Among other issues, NSS’ 
concern about the impact of the work on the existing ponds at the end of Neo Tiew Lane 2 
was expressed. URA assured NSS that the ponds will be retained but will be somewhat 
enlarged with a viewing hide to be placed at the edge. A tour of the works was conducted 
from Neo Tiew Lane 2 to Turut Track . A large portion of the marshes closer to Turut Track 
and the former Mediacorp fence was opened up to increase the shallow waterbodies  to attract 
more wetland birds and other wildlife. NSS proposed that a woodland belt be created at the 
western edge of the Marshes to serve as a buffer to any future development (probably 
agricultural) in the former Mediacorp but now vacated land.  URA was non-committal when 
this was posed. 
 
STB Mandai Lake Road Development Plan 
 
NSS was called to share with STB our concern pertaining to its Mandai Lake Road 
Development on 19 September at the Singapore Botanic Gardens. Senior staffs from NParks 
were present. The meeting was chaired by Mr Poh Chi Chuan of STB. NSS did a powerpoint 
presentation concerning the impact of the development of the two parcels of land outside but 
borderng the Nature Reserves for use probably in the main as an extension of the zoo precinct 
and for the re-location site of the Jurong Bird Park. NSS presented via powerpoint on the 
impact of such developments on the movement of the wildlife across Mandai Lake Road in 
that sector --- from the north-western to the north- eastern part of the Central Catchment 
Nature Reserve and vice versa. NSS’ view is not against development of the open grassy 
areas on the parcel around Mandai Track 15 --- to the west of Mandai Lake Road --- so long 
as it is eco-friendly  (such as chalet developments) and no trees or forest patches are cut 
down.  From NSS viewpoint, the main wildlife corridor across Mandai Lake Road in that 
northwestern sector of the Central Catchment Nature Reserve is actually along the belt of 
forest along the fence-line of the Night Safari and therefore should absolutely be not touched 
at all if not enhanced by planting ---- even though it   is not within nature reserve boundary. It 
is emphasized by NSS that what happens outside the Nature Reserve’s border can have 
damaging ecological consequences to  what is within. The meeting was friendly and many 
issues were canvassed from both sides. From NSS, David Teo, Goh Si Gium, Ho Hua Chew, 
Hsu Chia Chi, Leong Kwok Peng, Shawn Lum, Tony O’Dempsey & Yip Yew Chong were 
present. 
 
 
Position Paper on Pulau Ubin 
 
In response to MND request to the public and stakeholders for feedback as to how the rich 
biodiversity and cultural attractions of Ubin can be preserved as well as enhanced,  a position 
paper on Pulau Ubin was submitted to Mr Desmond Lee of MND with CC-copies to NParks 
and URA on  27 October 2014.  The paper covers a variety of urgent issues concerning the 
future of Ubin as a tremendously important nature area with its rich biodiversity and many 
rare wildlife species. It’s importance as a major stepping stone for wildlife dispersal into the 
main island of Singapore from the Malay Peninsula is emphasized, with the proposal that a 



special committee be formed to look into the possibility of upgrading the island into a new 
nature reserve. Recommendations are given for the enhancement of its wildlife habitats as 
well as measures for the enhancement of cultural and outdoor recreation on the island. The 
paper is available on NSS website. 
 
The New Gemala Nature Area (Kranji Reservoir) 
 
The Committee conducted a recce by kayak along the shoreline of Sg Kangkar on 23 
November 2014. The main purpose is to check out the extent of boundary as well as to have a 
feel for the biodiversity of the new Nature Area called Gemala, which is  announced by URA 
in the 2013 Master Plan. NParks was invited to join and Dr Lena Chan of the Conservation 
Division together with several of her staffs participated. The recce was successful with 23 
species sighted along the shoreline all the way to the end of the Kangkar arm of the Reservoir 
inclusive of the 4 listed in the Singapore Red Data Book. And these are: a) Grey-headed Fish 
Eagle, b) Changeable Hawk-eagle, c) Straw-headed Bulbul, d) Rusty-breasted Cuckoo. At the 
end of the recce, Nparks expressed the intention to meet up with NSS for further 
collaboration pertaining to the area. A report of the bird species recorded during the recce 
was submitted to Nparks subsequently. NSS participants include Anuj Jain, Goh Ter Yang, 
Ho Hua Chew, John Low, Leong Kwok Peng, Steve Carlyn, Wing Chong & Son. 
 
Green Corridor Run 
 
The 2nd Green Corridor Run was held on 19 May 2014 (Tg Pagar Railway Station to Bukit 
Timah Railway Station) 
MOS Desmond Lee & NMP Faizah Jamal were invited by NSS to be the GOHs to flag off 
the run. 
NSS was again the charity partner for the run and the event raised $9000 for the society. 
About 7000 runners took part. 
 
Green Corridor 
 
The Green Corridor Watch Group headed by Paul Wonnacott continued to be active in 
monitoring and giving feedback to SLA on the conditions of the corridor. 
Paul also conducted talk and walk for the public. 
 
There were several media reports on the Green Corridor including one on New York Times 
where Leong Kwok Peng was interviewed. 
 
NUS Master in Landscape Architecture did a final year project based on the Green Corridor. 
Leong Kwok Peng was invited to be part of the jury. 
The project was exhibited at the 3rd Green Corridor Run on 8 Mar 2015 
 
Kayaking  
 
A series of closed group kayaking was conducted in some of the outlying mangrove areas. 
2 Dec 2013 Sg Mandai – attended by MOS Desmond Lee  
25 July 2014 Sg Khatib Bongsu – attended by MOS Desmond Lee 
5 Sep 2014 Sg Pandan – attended by MOS Desmond Lee & MOM Tan Chuan Jin 
 
	  



 
Education Committee 
by Ms. Gloria Seow 
 
Fun with Nature for NSS Kids & the Public 
On the surface, Fun with Nature (FWN) is tagged as a kids’ event for children 4 to 12 years 
old, yet in truth it is aimed at the entire family. Kids are charged a nominal fee of $5 
(member) or $10 (non-member) each, while parents and caregivers are invited to join in at no 
charge. In most sessions, adults outnumber the children by 1.5 to two times (eg. one kid with 
both parents present). The family learns about nature together, and in many instances, 
caregivers help reinforce the knowledge gained. Some kids like the Liew brothers (Alastair 
and Ryan) have even penned trip reports that have been published in Nature News. The Liew 
brothers take pictures and write notes in the field, as well as research further online to put 
together informative and colourful pieces. 
  
FWN sessions steer clear of the classroom, eschewing workshops, worksheets, and art and 
craft sessions for field equipment such as binoculars, cameras and spotting scopes. We often 
invite guest nature guides specialising in their chosen field, be it plants, butterflies or 
vertebrates, to lead and facilitate the outing. Where possible, we try to feature guides who are 
kids themselves, such as 11-year old Mark Strange. Hopefully, this will inspire other kids to 
become more interested in nature, and to aspire to someday guide a group too. 
  
Typically, six sessions are planned per year, held bi-monthly. However, we had only four 
sessions in the past year due to inclement weather: 1) NSS Kids’ Fun with Nature at Gardens 
by the Bay on 18 January 2014 led by Lena Chow; 2) NSS Kids’ Fun with Vertebrates at 
Upper Seletar Reservoir on 28 June 2014 (which replaced the rained-out session on 5 April) 
led by 11-year old Mark Strange; 3) NSS members’ Visit to the NEWater Visitor Centre on 
19 July 2014 led by Gloria Seow; and 4) NSS Kids’ Fun with Forest Giants on 23 November 
2014 led by Plant Group Chairperson Tony O’Dempsey (which replaced the rained-out 
session on 2 October). We wish to express our deepest appreciation to all our guides, and 
especially to our regular volunteers Timothy Pwee and Lena Chow.  
 
Fun with Nature News on the NSS Website 
The seven years of FWN outings featured in the former Fun with Nature blog 
(http://funwithnature.blogspot.com/) have been replicated on the NSS website under its News 
segment. All archived blog entries can be resurfaced when one filters by ‘Education Group’ 
and ‘Year’. Articles first appear in Nature News before being re-published on the website. 
  
Revamp of Fun with Nature (Schools) 
Fun with Nature (Schools), partially sponsored by HSBC, is undergoing a revamp. We will 
simply the offerings to focus only on the essentials. Specifically, we will do away with the 
nature exhibition segment to avoid incurring cost on doing up new exhibition banners, and 
simplify the logistics needed. The HSBC funds will instead be used to subsidize assembly 
talks and nature workshops at primary schools across Singapore. Marketing of this 
programme will be carried out by the NSS Secretariat, targeted at August 2015. 
	  

	  



REPORTS OF SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 

 
Bird Group Report  
by Mr. Wing Chong 
 
The Bird Group had another eventful year with 36 activities for members.  
 
Trips and Walks:  
# Trips to Semakau Landfill had temporary ceased due to works on the island. 
 
# Monthly trips to Kranji Marsh temporary ceased after June/2014 due to works at Neo Tiew 
Lane 2.  
 
#Quarterly outings to the Lorong Halus Wetlands were organized under the PUB’s ABC 
program.   
 
#Special trips were also arranged to Kranji Marsh and Lorong Halus Wetland in conjunction 
with the “World Water Week”, in March 2014.  
 
# Monthly birding trips were regularly organised. Familiar sites like Bidadari, Bukit Batok 
Nature Park, Diary Farm, Rifle Range, Pulau Ubin, Sungai Buloh Wetland Reserve, and 
Tampines Woods were visited yearly.  
 
# A birdwatching along Green Corridor was also carried out in Nov/2014. 
 
# Special trip: Owling lead by Willie Foo on 12/April/2014. 
 
Talks and Workshops: 
# Eagle Talk / Slide Show ‘A Wedge Tale by Simon Cherriman on 28/June/2014 
 
# Raptor ID Talk / Workshop by Tan Gim Cheong on 27/Sep/2014 
 
# Sichuan /Qinghai /Lombok trips by Lim Kim Keang / Alan Owyong on 20/Nov/2014 
 
 
Andriod Bird Guide: 
# In corroboration with SMU the Android version of Bird Guide was launched on 
6/Dec/2014, in conjunction with opening of new SBWR trail. 
 
 
Bird Census: 
Annual Waterfowl Census: 12/Jan/2014 
Parrot Count: 15/Feb/2014 
Annual Bird Census: 23/Mar/2014 
AVA Urban Bird Survey: 12/Apr/2014 
Mid-year Bird Census: 12/Jul/2014 & 13/Jul/2014 
Fall Migratory Bird Census: 14/Sep/2014 



Bird Survey at SBWR: 15/Nov/2014 
Raptor Count: 1/Oct/2014 ~ 16/Nov/2014 
Raptor Watch: 9/Nov/2014 
 
Out-reach: 
#Special trips for members and public were also arranged to Kranji Marsh and Lorong Halus 
Wetland in conjunction with the “World Water Week”, in March 2014.  
 
# In collaboration with NPark & WorldEdu Group a Bird Survey was conducted at SBWR 
for Nat Geo Green Carpet Project on 15/Nov/2014 
 
# Set-up exhibition booth at SBWR opening of new trail on 6/Dec/.2014. 
 
# In August/2014 a Facebook Page of Singapore Bird Group was set up to reach the public in 
internet world. 
 
Bird Race: 
# 2014 Bird Race, our 31th Bird Race, was held over the weekend of 25/October/2014 ~ 
26/October/2014. This Bird Race was flagged off at Bishan Park and end at Tanglin 
International Centre in conjunction on NSS’s EAGM. 
 
# 2 Photography Team, 4 Novice Team and 4 Advanced Team took part in the race.  
 
Acknowledgement:  
We would like to thank the members of the Bird Group Committee for their collective effort 
to organise and lead many of the trips, walks and talks. Some have spent their time travelling 
to regional meetings to strengthen the relationship among birding communities. Many 
volunteers have also lead trips, both locally and abroad, took part in the surveys and census. 
We would like to record the Bird Group’s thanks to all of them. 
 
 
Butterfly Interest Group  (BIG)  
by Mr. Anuj Jain 
 
Summary 
BIG completed several milestones in the year 2014. We expanded the portfolio of the group 
to incorporate more insect taxa and became the Butterfly & Insect Group. We organized a 2 
day moth identification workshop and launched a citizen science iNaturalist based project 
called Singapore Moths. We started the implementation of design and website for National 
butterfly campaign project. We were featured in the print media five times and once in radio. 
We also updated the NSS BIG website. Finally we continued our compilation of yearly 
butterfly sighitng list and our regular activities – public and members walks and outreach 
talks.   
 
 
Name change of group 
Anuj initated the name change of the group from Butterfly Interest Group to Butterfly & 
Insect Group to best capture the expanding portfolio of the group on 18 Nov 2014. BIG has 
invited local experts on different insect taxa (e.g., moths, bees, beetles, orthoptera, odonata) 



to be part of the group as resource persons or help with insect outreach.       
 
 
Moth identification workshop  
Anuj and Gan CW from BIG followed the population outbreak of the Lyssa zampa moths in 
Singapore in mid 2014. BIG initated a google map where members of the public could pin 
Lyssa zampa moth sightings. The collected data was shared with Ms. Lynn Ng (Honors 
project student under Mr. Sivasothi and Anuj Jain from NUS) to understand the population 
outbreak phenomenon. Ms. Lynn Ng submitted her honors project thesis to NUS in April 
2015. A joint publication is in process.  
 
Further to public interest in Lyssa zampas, BIG invited Dr. Roger Kendrick from Hong Kong 
to conduct a 2 day moth identiification workshop on 5-6 July 2014 in collaboration with 
NParks. The workshop was held at Ridley Hall at Singapore Botanic Gardens on an invitation 
basis and was fully booked. A night field trip to Dairy Farm Nature Park was also conducted 
on 5 July 2014 as part of the workshop. BIG further faciliated Dr. Roger Kendrick’s visit to 
the Raffles Museum after the workshop.  
 
 
iNaturalist Singapore Moths project  
A citizen science moth monitoring project called Singapore Moths was launched on 
iNaturalist after the 2 day moth identification workshop to begin open source documentation 
of Singapore moths. We hope this long term project would help provide data to derive 
conservation estimates of moths in Singapore. The project can be accessed at: 
http://www.inaturalist.org/projects/singapore-moths  
 
 
National butterfly campaign – vote for Singapore’s national butterfly  
BIG started preparations to launch the online voting for National Butterfly Campaign. NParks 
and Butterfly Circle were approached for collaboration in Q4 2014, which both parties duly 
declined. However there was a very encourating response from other groups and 
organizations for the project and NSS decided to go ahead with the project. The contracts for 
designing the campaign theme was awarded to Ms. Seah Yun Xin and the voting website 
coding contract was awarded to IWI Pvt. Ltd.       
 
 
Yearly butterfly sighting list 2014 
Since 2012, BIG has compiled a yearly butterfly sighting list. The list is a compilation of 
what active BIG members have recorded during the calendar year. It is not exhaustive but is 
our attempt to begin systematic recording. In 2012 and 2013, 262 species and 258 species 
were recorded by BIG members respectively. 254 species were sighted in year 2014.   
 
Year 2014 had many new sightings for Singapore which were also captured in an article in 
the media e.g, Red Helen (Papilio helenus) by Mr. Clayton Low, Striped Jay (Graphium 
bathycles bathycloides) by Lemon Yi Kai, Common Albatross (Appias paulina) by Chung 
Cheong, Vagrant (Vagrans sinha sinha) by Mr. Jit Leang Foo and the Malayan Nawab 
(Polyura moori) by Ms. Lena Chow.  
 
 
Group meeting - We had a BIG group meeting in Sep 2014 and 2 smaller meetings in Q4 



2014 mainly to discuss the group’s expanding portfolio and national butterfly campaign 
project.  
 
 
Public and NSS member walks/talks  
BIG conducted public and member walks in 2014 at the following locations – Pulau Ubin, 
Upper Seletar Reservoir, Paris Ris Park, Seletar Country Club and Mount Faber.  
 
Several BIG members also conducted outreach talks. One of the highlights was a talk at the 
Esplanade in Sep 2014 by Anuj titled Upclose with butterflies of Singapore. Amy Tsang and 
Simon Chan also conducted several talks.  
 
Two public talks on moths were organized by BIG - Mr. Sivasothi N (from NUS) and Dr. 
Roger Kendrick (from Hong Kong) at the Function Hall of the Singapore Botanic Gardens on 
5 July 2015 following which the moth identification workshop was announced open.  
 
 
Media/Nature News/Nature Watch articles  
BIG was featured at least five times in print media, once in radio, and had an article in Nature 
News.   
 
 
Featured newspaper articles (5):  
1) ‘Go butterfly watching in Pulau Ubin’ Lianhe Zaobao 8 June 2014  
2) ‘Moths come out to enjoy the good weather’ My Paper 22 May 2014  
3) ‘Malaysia swarmed by giant moths’ BBC News Asia 11 June 2014  
4) New butterfly species flutter in for a Singapore visit. My Paper. 12 June 2014  
5) Project to keep tabs on types of moths in S'pore Straits Times 12 Sep 2014  
 
Anuj represented NSS BIG and NSS Conservation Committee to speak against the 
development of Coney Island on Radio 93.8FM Live on 5 Feb 2014.  
 
 
Nature News article:  
1) Two extinct butterfly species rediscovered in 2013. NSS newsletter (2014) 
 
 
Updating of BIG website  
NSS had publicized a job posting for part time work to update NSS BIG website in May 
2014. Mr. Simon Chan was hired for the job at the rate of S$10 per hour. Total project 
expense was S$900.  
    
 
Kranji marsh brochure  
BIG worked with Hua Chew and Ding Li to feature butterflies and dragonflies on the Kranji 
Marshes foldable brochure which was released at NSS AGM 2014.  
 
 
Dragonfly iPhone app  
In 2013, Lena Chow and Anuj had a couple of meetings with Robin Ngiam & team from 



NParks about a joint dragonfly app for iPhones. Later NParks informed us in 2014 that they 
will do the app as a NParks project.    
  
 
Jalan Hijau Group 
by Mr. Tan Hang Chong with help from Mr. Kerry Pereira 
 
Activities for 2014 

S/N Title Date No. of 
Participants 

Weight of 
Trash 

Removed 
(kg) 

1 Coastal Clean Up at Mandai Mudflats 26 Apr ‘14 65 401 
2 International Coastal Clean Up 27 Sep ‘14 80 674 
3 Coastal Clean Up at Mandai Mudflats 11 Oct ‘14 23 314.5 
4 Festive Coastal Clean Up 20 Dec ‘14 47 387 

 
Future Plans 
The Jalan Hijau Group plans to introduce new activities for 2015. We have already begun 
expanding our Coastal Clean Up to Pulau Ubin starting in 2015. We are also a supporting 
organization of Foodscape Collective. 
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Our sincere thanks to all our members and regular volunteers who have helped ensure the 
continued success of our efforts. 
 
 
 
 
 

What	  is	  Foodscape	  Collective?	  
	  
Foodscape	  Collective	  is	  a	  citizen-‐science	  initiative	  to	  create	  a	  digital	  foodscape	  
of	  Singapore	  through	  crowdsourcing	  and	  collection	  of	  data	  and	  stories	  on	  the	  
ground.	  	  As	  a	  platform	  for	  collective	  thinking	  and	  learning	  about	  the	  journey	  of	  
food	   from	   seed	   to	   table,	   the	   aim	   is	   to	  map	  out	  places	   and	   sites	   in	   Singapore	  
where	  food	  is	  grown,	  prepared,	  consumed,	  distributed	  and	  shared.	  
	  
The	   initiative	   is	   run	   by	   a	   group	   of	   part-‐time	   gardeners	   and	   food	   enthusiasts	  
motivated	  by	  their	  desire	  to	  grow	  their	  own	  food,	  to	  eat	  towards	  better	  health	  
&	   wellness	   for	   people	   and	   for	   the	   soil;	   and	   finally,	   to	   plot	   and	   share	   their	  
enthusiasm	  through	  maps!	  



Marine Conservation Group (MCG) 
by Dr. Hsu Chia Chia & Ms. J. Vanitha, with help from Mr. Kerry Pereira 
 
1. Symposium on Intertidal Conservation in S. E. Asia - participated.  
 
2. Sister's Island Marine Park - site visit. 
 
3. Blue-Green Alliance - entered into MOU with Raffles Marina and Asian Geographic at 
ADEX in April '14. 
 
4. Marine EIA for the proposed Tuas Western Coast Waterfront development - dialogue with 
Marine Port Authority. 
 
5. Kranji & Mandai security fence - dialogue with Police Coast Guard. 
 
6. IUCN World Parks Congress in Sydney, Australia in September '14 - poster presentation 
titled “A Call for the Protection of Endangered Mangrove Horseshoe Crab Habitat in 
Singapore” on conservation of the mangroves of the north-western sector of Singapore.  
 
7. Horseshoe Crab Rescue & Research - 10 events (6 public and 4 corporate) and 2 talks.* 
 
8. Kayak trips - 3 events (St. John's Island & P. Tekukor; Mandai mangroves; & Sg.  Khatib 
Bongsu).* 
 
9. Festival of Biodiversity - booth event. 
 
 
MCG Outreach Activities * 
 
1) Horseshoe Crab Rescue and Research Programme 
 

Date of HSC R  & R and related outreach sessions No of Volunteers 
Saturday 15 Feb 2014 89 
Friday 28 Feb 2014 (Credit Suisse) 30 
Friday 28 Mar 2014 (Shell Eastern Petroleum) 24 
Saturday 29 Mar 2014 111 
Sunday 04 May 2014 45 
Sunday 01 Jun 2014 83 
Friday 20 Jun 2014 (Discovery Networks Asia-Pacific) 30 
Saturday 16 Aug 2014 116 
Wednesday 08 Oct 2014 (Credit Suisse) 30 
Saturday 25 Oct 2014 100 
Total No. of Volunteers 2014 658 
Note: Weekday events for corporate groups are chargeable, facilitated by NSS Outreach 
Officer. Charges go to the General Fund. 
 
 
 



 
 Collaborating Groups  

Environmental Resources Management 
(Singapore) Pte. Ltd.  
Bukit View Secondary School 
Shell Eastern Petroleum Pte. Ltd. 
American Women’s Association 
Discovery Networks Asia-Pacific 
Faith Community Baptist Church 
Ngee Ann Polytechnic Environmental 
Rangers Club 
U Volunteers 
Booking.com 
NTUC Income 
Meridian Junior College  

Anglo-Chinese Junior College 
Temasek Polytechnic Green Interest Group 
Yishun Junior College 
Republic Polytechnic 
ITE College East 
St. Nicholas Girls Secondary School 
United Parcel Service 
Marsiling Primary School 
Nanyang Junior College 
Earthlink Nanyang Technological University  
Credit Suisse Bank 

 
2) Kayaking 
 

Kayaking Activity Date 
Kayaking to St. John’s & Pulau Tekukor 29 Jun 2014 
Kayaking Mandai Mangroves 10 Aug 2014  
Kayaking Sungei Khatib Bongsu 25 Oct 2014 
 
3) Talks 
 

Titles Date 
Horseshoe Crabs: Living Fossils in a Modern World 8 Jul 2014 
Up close with the Intriguing Horseshoe Crabs of Singapore 5 Sep 2014 
 

Our sincere thanks to the following members and regular volunteers who have helped ensure 
the continued success of this programme: Leong Kwok Peng, Stephen Beng, Soh Lay Bee, 
Felicia Wee, Leslie Cartwright-Taylor, Mona Toh, Ng Harn Hua, Bernadine de Britto, 
Amanda Hogan, Bryan Quek, Olivia Chee, Cheryl Lao, Isabelle Lee, Lester Tan, Elson Tan, 
Bryan Leong, Lisa Lim, Albert Liu, Cher Huey, Cheryl Lao, Clara Teo, Daniel Wong, Chan 
Fong Cheok, Germaine Leong, Nurul Huda Alkhatib, Kathiravan Bhupathy, Nuruljannah 
Suhaimi, Lazarus Chok, and Mel Yip. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Nature Ramblers Group 
by Mr. P. Pandian, Mr. Sutari Supari and Ms. Soh Lay Bee 
 
Activities in 2014 
 

S/N Title Activity Leader Date No. of 
Participants 

1 
Central Catchment Nature 
Reserve (CCNR) Ramble 

Sutari Supari 25 Jan 2014 45 

2 
Kg Lorong Buangkok 

Ramble and revisit to Jalan 
Kayu 

Benjamin Ho 14 Mar 2014 25 

3 
Bt Timah former Railway 

Station to Sunset Way 
Ramble 

Soh Lay Bee 26 Apr 14 40 

4 
Pulau Ubin Ramble (Chek 

Jawa) 
Soh Lay Bee 28 Jun14 28 

5 
Nocturnal Ramble Lim Chu 

Kang Road -NTU 
P. Pandian 28 Aug 14 25 

6 Southern Ridges Ramble P. Pandian 27 Sep 14 32 
7 Southern Ridges Ramble II P. Pandian 29 Nov 14 30 

 
 
Plant Group 
by Mr. Tony O’Dempsey 

Activities during 2014 
 
S/N Title Date 

1 Shorea Stroll through the Botanic Gardens 10 May 2014 
2 Plant walk from Venus Drive to Jelutong Tower 31 May 2014 
3 Figs Revisited 14 Jun 2014 
4 Plant Walk at Upper Seletar Reservoir Park 20 Jul 2014 
5 Plant Walk at MacRitchie Reservoir 17 Aug 2014 
6 Fun with Forest Giants (Plant Group & Education Group) 23 Nov 2014 

 
   
Cross Island Line working group 
  
NSS members from various groups  (including Plant Group) participated in the preparation of 
the CRL working group report which was accepted by LTA in early 2015. The report will be 
utilized by the Environmental Impact Assessment contractors who are expected to complete 
their work later in 2015.  We will continue to engage with LTA on the matter of the cross 

island line. 



Vertebrate Study Group (VSG) 
by Ms. Ng Bee Choo, Mr. Nick Baker, Mr. Yeo Suay Hwee, and Dr. Vilma D’Rozario 
 
Surveys 

• Merapoh (Peninsular Malaysia) vertebrate surveys at Sungei Yu with MYCAT in 16-
20 Feb 2014 and 30 Oct-3 Nov 2014. VSG was approached by MYCAT to help 
conduct study of the mammal diversity. We will deploy 5 trail cameras and conduct 3 
surveys per year over 3 years, total of 9 surveys. A full report will be published after 
completing the surveys. Short articles and papers about the interesting and rare 
sightings will be published too.  

• MacRitchie: Completed in 2014 and a report will be published later.  
• Lor Banir: Nick Baker has completed the field trips and surveys.  Final species lists 

have been compiled.  

Outreach  

• Vert Blitz @ Pulau Ubin on 1st March 2014 for NSS members and there were 44 
participants. The participants were encouraged to send pictures taken that day. 16 
images were selected for an article in Nature Watch magazine and those whose 
images were selected received a copy of the Wild Animals of Singapore book.  

• Ubin Day was held on 30th November 2014. It was organised by NParks in 
collaboration with WildSingapore (Ria Tan and Sumita). VSG set up a booth to 
display pictures of common and rare vertebrates in Pulau Ubin.  

 

Enquiry from Straits Times and others 

• Bats in residential areas – Sep 2014 
• Artscience project on consuming invasive alien species – Aug 2014 

Feedback to various authorities 

• Human-Macaques Conflict: Discussion at Bukit Timah CC (chaired by Ms. Sim 
Ann) regarding the complains about macaques. Ms Sim Ann has proposed a Monkey 
Task Force to handle and resolve these issues. ACRES are now handling complains 
and NParks educating the public about monkey behaviours and how to live in 
harmony with them.  

• Variable squirrel: Nick has done a study about the introduced variable squirrels and 
gave feedback and data to NParks. We would like NParks to remove them as they 
may eventually replace our native squirrels if they are left to breed and multiply in 
Singapore.  

• Singapore pangolin working group: The Sunda Pangolin is now listed in IUCN as 
critically endangered. A working group has been formed by Dr. Sonja Luz from 
Wildlife Reserve Singapore to look into their conservation, investigate where they 
live, threats, and improve breeding success in the zoos. Also to beef up rescue and 
collection of dead pangolins for DNA studies. Bee Choo is representing VSG in the 
working group. 



CRL working group report 

This committee was setup in 2013 to discuss the development of the Cross Island Line 
(MRT) that was proposed to run under MacRitchie Forest. A number of VSG members sit on 
this committee either as representatives of NSS or other groups, and have met several times 
with the LTA and Ministry of Transport officials to discuss the CRL. A number of VSG 
members were a core part of the team that put together a 120 page report on the Biodiversity 
of MacRitchie Forest, spanning over 20 years of surveys in the area. The report was accepted 
by the LTA and Ministry of Transport in early 2015 and is currently being used by the 
Environmental Impact Assessment team who will make recommendations to the LTA and 
MOT on suitable routes for the proposed Cross Island Line. 

Vert talks by VSG committee members and NUS  

• Bat by Leong Tzi Ming on 24 Oct 2014 
• Leopard Cats in Singapore by Marcus Chua on 1st Aug 2014 
• Smooth Coated Otter by Ms. Meryl Theng on 9th May 2014 
• Common Palm Civet by Xu Wei Ting on 7th March 2014 
• Mammals of Fraser’s Hill by Vilma D’Rozario during the Fraser’s Hill Bird Race in 

June 2015.  

Noteworthy sightings and records for 2014 

1) Rough-scaled Skink 
2) Ashy Roundleaf Bat  
3) Peninsular bent-toed gecko* 
 

Most of the noteworthy sightings were provided by contacts of VSG groups. Some of 
them have been published in 'Singapore Biodiversity Records' (indicated by *). 
 

Urban Wildlife app being prepared by Ng Bee Choo, Marcus Chua, Vilma D’Rozario 
and Kelvin Lim with contribution of images by various members of VSG, we could not 
find developer for the app.  

 
	  

 



 

	  

	  


